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HOTEL HIT SQUAD
SHERELLE JACOBS

The hotel brand for
kqmert)pwkaspuﬂed
it gff again with The
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hese days,
“hipster” seems not
50 much a trend as
a conventionally
quirky old friend.
Wax-moustached
waiters have
become twee
rather than edgy. Draughty exposed
brick walls and upcycled steel bar
stools have a drab, comforting
fﬁmlliarirymﬂlum_ﬁndthx:re‘s
something soothingly reass
d:lwl.moms Alled with nulimdmh

already doing a sterming trade,

| offering cool, affordable room and

board. It is a very clever business -
model that can pitch as trendy those
measures that seek to keep prices low.
Thus, reception is stocked with
_ | surfers’ journals bit no porters, and
breakfast (juice, fruit, snack bar} is
delivered to your reom in a brown
paper bag. Gmund-ﬂmsuma.lmng
areas peddle the kdea of the “exotic
safe space”™ think millennial pink
leather sofas, huge succulents
rkimming the ceilings, and
30- mnpl.hingsalppmgwhﬂapon
cocktails at the brushed-copper bar.
Lifie revolves around eatingsnd
drinking, If you manage to find a pew

sprightly concoctions mixing shemy
and pink pepper tonic; or vermouth
and grapefruit soda, IfT have a
criticism, it that in its quest to lure hip
millennials, the bar slips into a parody
of itself: for an extra £1.50, punters can
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MEET THE TEAM

Seabird hoasts the longest oyster
menu in London; jrnu can sample
avoured specimens

The u}nnnfld‘sﬁvs,al.bﬂlﬂmp‘ua
rnllscn'nd heaholdogin a brieche
bun, and the erab eroqueties, cleverly
reconeile the seafood theme with the
mﬂlennialta.rwtmarhet'a insatiable
appetite for comfort foo

When Iwenl 1o hed, Ifeitlmmnth'

shetches of sharks and human hearts.
Asa Londoner who has never felt at
home in London (owing perhaps to my
West Midlands roots) it seems that
OVET the, rs | have hecome immune
to hipsterness. It neither imprasses
nor irritates me, I find it as blandly
pleasant as a cup of téa. After enjoying
a rain shower iwith “wood” scented
shower gel) in my pond-grecn,
subway-tiled bathroom, [ faded intoa
carefres sheep, with jaze floating in the
background from the Roberts radio.
Although there are nol many
facilities as such, The Hoxton  *

| Southwark will have a co-working

space: (from early 2020} with day beds
tp\msumahlyfnrdmamlnxun o

“disruptive” apps), ergonomic chairs
and dog-friendly areas. Meanrwhile, the
first floor is already hoating exhibitions
that showecase local artists and - of
course - houseplant workshops,
Double rooms cost from
£138, including breakfast.

%mmw 13 years after | add health "hnmtets"’aunhasmm broad beans and baked ricotta, served
knitting societies first started Es]:ling{'.‘ﬁ!}hmmandfalhmhng ina huge Le Creuset pot, stearh and THE HOXTON
‘breaking out across east London and drinks. ‘hiss with homespun deliciousness,
brown brogues rose curiously from. | - You'll need to acclimatise your eyes | The lavender créme brilée, the closest SOUTHWARK
| the dead, the Hoxton hotel group - | and ears to the ground-floor numankind will get to the
one of the most identifiably hipster | Mediterranean restaurant, Albse, delight of 8 summer througha
brands in the world - remains sueh | which pulsates with electro music and | Provencal garden, makes it worth the -
an International cult. has moody lighting that leaves some just for dessert,
The first Hoxton hotel openedin | diners almost eating in the dark. 8till, But it is the hotels 14th-foor r\ouﬁnp
20406 in an empty car park in the food is rather good; think hulking | restaurant, Seabird, views of
Shareditch (w] else? and gince | vegatarian provencale boards with Shard and the LuudnnEyu.ﬂl.aImlly
then the company has opened eight | doorstop-thick homemade: focaccia steals the show: It hassomething of the
more, targeting the global | and glorious olive tapenade. The crab | Belmond Rebd's Palace in Madeira ko S
hipaterhood'smamsplmm seats, | linguine with parsiey oil is marvellous, | about it, with its blazing orange birds 40 Blackfriars Rd, South
from Amsterdam to Williamsburg, and the sharing plates, such as Welsh | of paradize and rattan furnishings - Bank, London SE1 8PRE (020
Its latest addition, just launched a | rack of lamb with tomato fondus and | but for the grey, brutalist ceiling, and | 7903 3000; thehoxton.com)
hop and skip from the Southbank, is | eourgettes and rigatoni pasta with staff sporting manhunxmdiﬂerdnsa = i il
co-working space and remaln, however,
social hang-out, and a including the charming
super-chic outdoor pool. I‘emdﬁ]])‘!"ltltlig;
i CRooms £97 (001 323 327 Erosantorini £ o
PlLLﬂ“ T“'LH 8702; palisociety.com) @ hilltop overlooking the
it tml'vlﬂl::lisnlc ldln‘hi’lmdmmﬂic
| WEDDING BELLS dera, it's
HoTHOTEL will feel right at home fn E‘la:etoﬂr'ldu“. |
the coral-pinkish | Romantic spots are 1 Rooms £670 (D00 211
Palisociety’s first hotel | rooms, replete with pretty | 10-a-penny on the Greek 0125 116; erosantorini.com) |
on the East Coast of the | tiles and porcelain island of Santorini, but it's |
US brings  slice of artworks, 1t will also Ihudrmlmnnwplem RYOTO COOL nnum;-mptcsumnm
colourful fur to Miami mmumlll-w catch a quiet moment |
Beach. Lovers of restaurant, i |amldmndlnd’ﬂ;hum Excitement is ramping up
Instagrammahle decor Iunngeﬂmllsuqmlputn A few idyllic spots still al Atelier Ace HQ as the
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delicious dishes made




